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own. anxiety for it is shown by his stupendous efforts, with
St. Hilaire's division, with Augereau's corps, and with the
cavalry reserve, to distract attention from it.

At St. Helena he exhibits his sensitiveness to the impu-
tation that he had attacked at Eylau piecemeal. He tries to
prove that, if he had two corps detached, they were opposed
by equal Eussian detachments. He distorts the facts.* The
Prussians, it is true, opposed Key, but they were much
inferior to him in strength. Davout, Napoleon says, was
opposed by a force equal to his own, which he drove on
to the field in front of him, and which (and not troops
from Bennigsen's right) opposed him at Serpallen and
BLutschitten. This is a misstatement. Davout found only
3000 men at Heilsberg, and they had all joined Bennigsen
on the night of the 7th. His first fighting on the 8th
was with Bennigsen's left wing, posted overnight. The only
possible defence for an advance of the centre into the
valley, the only ground on which Napoleon could accept
it with equanimity, appears to lie in the false information
which Jomini t alleges he received from Murat, that Bennig-
sen was retreating once more, as he had already done from
Jonkowo, from Wolfsdorf, and from Landsberg. The report
was not primafade improbable; if true, it would have been
well for Napoleon to be in Eylau. The fact that he left
Augereau and the Guard on the western plateau during the
night, seems to indicate that the Emperor believed it, for a
time at any rate.

Another criticism, to which Napoleon, at St. Helena,
showed his sensitiveness, concerned the formation of
Augereau's corps in its disastrous advance at 10 a.m. He
asserts that the corps was deployed under his own eyes,

* Mtfmoires pour servir, etc, vol. viri. p. 67. Shortly after the battle, Napo-
leon wrote that the Russian array in column appeared to intend outflanking the
French left when Davout appeared on the field (Oorr 11,796).

t " Murat announced to me that the enemy was retreating, which supposi-
tion was rendered plausible by the loss of Eylau" (Joraini, Vie tie Napoleon,
ii. 368).